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ABSTRACT 

^ This paper reviews research- studies dealing with the 

, effects an families of changes in the llabor force patterns of working 
mothers during the -period from 1970 to 1980. Research information is 
presented in a column format; the first column provides the study 
findings r the second points out the sources of the findings, and the 
third suggests interpretations of results. Findings^ are /organized 
under the following topic areas: children of working mothers, working 
mothers of two-parent f amiiies^mothers* labor force-attachment, 
working mothers 9 contributions to family incomes, wives without 
children, and single parent families. Statistical data related to the 
topics discussed in the paper are also provided in a tabular form. 
(MP) 
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CHILDREN, -WORKING MOTIiliRS , .AND Til KIR FAMILIES 



JptyotfucCton " • . •. -V 

• """"" \ - V. 

Two foreseen developments of the 1970s interacted to affect the lives of America's children, youth and parents 
During the past decade, fewer women bore children, and those who did had only one or two children, on averse in- 
two-to-three children norm of the 1960s. Concurrently, the labor force participation ratelol m£t* 

S ?9tS It V* r dG nf e f ?Sf d ThUS ' WhilG thG m,mber 0f children ln dropped from 65?i million 

; n 1970 >t o ^8.1 million in 1980 ? the number whose mothers worked or looked for work rose from 25.5 million to nearly 

J"!i!? this period /more than a million women per year, on average, joined the labor force; the greatest percentage 

3 a " ^ men S , lab °5 f01 ' CC 5 Va ^ CS Was ™ on S those with preschool children. The dual-worker Lily became more 
£3w 1~ i maintaining their own families, often with young children in the home, rose to the * 

highest level ever recorded These trends emerged in a setting narked by many economic and social changes, includ- 
t2 : nnr C /H eS v-°r Cl t ^9-70 1973-75, and 1980), the onset -■ of the highest rates of inflation in sever!* decades, 
tl^^t^t^^^ ° r P ° StP0n6TOent ° f f3mily f ° rmati0n c ^ ed f — Children and increased % 



iTfUtl background ' " the labor £orc <? Patterns of people in families changed, and these changes are the subject M 

o_l . uuxs paper* • - % ^ ^SjS 

Findlnas ; - Source Interpretation _ - 

Childr en of Working Mo thers I* ' \. 



At the outset of the 1980s, over half 
of all children had working mothers* 



March Current Population Sur- 
vey (GPS) unless othend.se 
indicated. 



ERIC 



In March 1980, 53% of all children .under 
IS — a total^of 30.7 million—had mothers 
who 'were '-either employed or looking for 
work. ^Changing marital patterns, rela- 
tively high inflation and smaller fnmi^ 
lies have a%l % contribued to increased 
labor market activity of mothers. JJy * 
early 1980, more than 17 million .-mothers 
of children below age 18 were in the 
work force, 44% more than in 1970 (sue 
Table I); ■ :J 



;rlc 



r t Findings 

Throughout the 1970s, the number of 
chiiSren whose mothers were in the 
labor force increased, al chough the 
total number of children dropped 
substantially* 



Increased labor market activity among 
women may be related, to lowered birth 
expectations as women who work outside 
their homes characteristically have 
smaller families than women not in the 
labor force. 



Throughout the 1970s, the number of 
children living in two-parent fami- 
lies piuTirnace^, while the number^in 
x>ne-parcnt families Increased steadily. 



Source 



Interpretation 



U.S. Departnumt of Health and Between March lg_70 an^ March 1980, the . ^ 
Human Services. Monthly Vital number of children whose mothers were in _ J 
Statistics Reports ; and U.S. the labor force increased by more than _ ~ 
Bureau of the Census. Current , 5 million, although the total number o%\_7j 
Population Reports , Series P-20> children under 18 in the population de- \ 
Fertility of American Women, clined by more than 7 million/ During * 
March CPS. this time, trends in childbearing and b 

fertility changed dramatically. The . 
birth rate hit the lowest level ever ref-:^ 
corded before edging up slightly, ; and ari/ljj 
expected family size of two children or ~-j^jJ 
-less becairie the norm (see Table _2)-. - ^ 

In March 1979, working wives ages 18 to^ 
24 ,pected, on average, to have about ...^ 
two children while those who were out of* 
the labcr force, intended, on average, to 
have more than two. In addition J wives ^jg 
who are in the labor force usually have g| 
their children later in life than^do 'wives 
who are not working outside their hom^. ^j 
In 1979, working wives between ages to arid] 
24 had given birth to an average of less^j 
than 30% of -the youngsters they expected ^ 
to have during their lifetime, while non^f 
working wives, had given birth: to- more^haB; 
50%. Similar patterns existed among 4| 
older wives. > -* * 

Between March 1970 and March 1980, thp 4 
proportion of children living with. only *i 
one parent increased from 1 of: 9 to nl-t;asl| 
1 of 5* Overall, the number cE chili! mi in 



U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
Current Population Reports , 
Series P-20, No. 341, Fertil- 
ity of American Women* * 




During the 1970s, labor force gains 
for women were most pronounced among 
those 25 to 34 years old. 



Younger children are -less likely than 
older ones to have mothers in jthc labor 
foreo. 



is c_ 




Interpretation 



these circumstances rose by nearly 4 
million to 11.3 million. Thin group of 
children includes those' who live with 
their fathers only as well as those who 
reside with their mothers only-/ While 
only 2% of all children live 'solely with 
their father, the number in this-' situation- 
has grown substantially throughout the 
decade* At 'the same time, the; number ot _ 
children living with both their -parents 
dropped by 11,6 million to 46.8 million. ;■ 

Between 197X) and 1980, * women of all ages 
streamed into the labor force at an unpre- 
cedented pace, averaging over 1 million , . 
net additions each year except 1970-71, a 
recessionary period. The greatest gains \ 
were, posted among women 25 to "34, year? old. 
Many woman in this age group,- who in other- 
times typically stopped working for mar-^r: 
riage or childbearing arc no^longer doing 
so. Their labor fore* participation rnte- 
advanccd by 21 percentage points, reaching 
66% in Karch 1980. Since nearly 7 of \l0 ' I 
women this age- have children,- iz is hardly 
surprising that more children than ever" 
before have working mothers. 

Among- children living with both their 
parents, the. proportion whose mothers 
were employed oi^looking for work ranged 
from 42% for those beJow age 6, to 54" 
for ages 6 i*o 13, and to 59Z \'ov those 





I- 

1— Findings 

\ 



The presence of young children often 
has.au inhibiting effect on a mother 1 s 
labor force participation. 



Black children living withjboth their 
parents are more likely to' have a work- 
ing mother than white children. In ^ 
March 1980, 62% of all black children v 
in two-parent families compared with 
51% of white children had working 
mothers, 

* 

During the 1970s, the gap between the 
p report Lous of black nntf white children 

—in- Uwo-pari'iiU fainl! ie?; with workluft 

mother?: narrowed substantially. 




Interpre tation j 

ages 14 to'17« These proportions were sigjj 
nificantly greater for children living wiufj 
their mothers only, but the same order pre^| 
vaileci (see Table 3), • 



Some mothers believe that only a parent ^qSiJ 
provide 'the loving, caring environments ;^thgi 
a young child needs to be_ properly nurture]! 
and this may limit their lahpr force activi 
Also, child care for youngsters under age* 2 
may be difficult to locate and is sometimes 
prohibitively expensive, *-~vj 

The greater incidence of working mothers -j 
amonjf black children living in. mar riedrr coup, 
families reflects the historically higher )4 
labor force participation' of black wives. ^ 
Financial pressures have forced these woiudg 
to work outside their homes to a much acca;t 
extent than their white counterparts (see 
Table 4) . - * - 

Until the mid-3 970s, the labor force parti- 

ci par ton Cor black wives way at /teas I; 12 

34 piMTonlaj'O point*? hlgluM* than that uiN 

whites wives. At that juncture, tui wi n U* j 

women bejym joining the labor Corcc ; at a j 

raster pare than black women, racial iHffo_f 

cmuh'j: bi'CwriMi the labor force 1 part Iripai io| 

rari B « of wivos iianuwed. Ass ;i r^uuli, ih<^j 

ijap iictwt'iMi I lie shares; of rhlUhvn in,tvcv-| 

parent Cam II Jc« whoso mothers worked droppi 

Xrom 17% in 1970 to 11% in J 980. jf 

* \ _-= 
* - jj 

1 X 4 
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Half of all hlacjc children- live in single-" 
j}^(M\j^_familf l cs*. Thono youngsters are. 
""TTosis^lilcoly ahan white children In com- 
patible f9jtili.es to haver a working mother., • 
.55% vs. 67% in March 1980. 



Smaller proportions of Hispanic chil- 
dren Chan either white or black chil- 
dren have working mothers. 

Regardless of race or family type, 
children, whpsc mothers were in the 
labor force were in families with 
considerably higher* incomes, on "* 
average, than were children with 
,nonworking mothers.. * . 

White childrafl more frequently *livc 
in families with higher average in-* 
come than do black" children. 



Source 



A substantial number of childrgxu/rcp 
either wholly or partially dependent 
on their mothers 1 enrjving/ I for a 
Lirj»e slyire of. their finnificial 
Support. • >-*'•>" 
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** Interprotatlpn . 

Black mothers maintaining famLlic't arctl 
younger -and lcs£ educated than their w!)iibt ' 
counterparts. In add i Lion, black famtiLLiMi t 
maintained by women are more likely than 
similar wfiite families to contain preschool- 
ers. Moreover, .black f.aAifj.os maintained by 
women arc more likely than comparable white, 
families to. receive* public assistance. 

* * 9 

Historically Hispanic women a havo had 3ower 
levels of labor force participation than * ; 
either white or black' womcft. 

For all two arcnt families, median income 
in 1979 was about $24,400 for fa, *ies. in - - 
which the, mother was in the labor force and 
$20,200 for families in which she was not". 



'Although the earnings df white and black, wives! 
are equal, the earnings of white husbands far 
exceeel ttiosc of black husbands''. 'Among white 
children \in* two-parent families,, median fam- 
11 y income was $24,800 when the mother workctt 
and $20,3,00 when she did not. ComparabJo 
median incomes fur black families were 
$20,800 and $13,500. v 

Tn^March 1980, 1 of every 4 children— 14.4 
million — lived in "families in wh loh the 
father was either absent (10 .3* mill J on) , un- 
employed (2,0 million), or oue.of^he lahrr* - 
force (2.1 'mil lion) . The number o/ ehlidivo * 



Findings 



Source 



'The earnings that a working mother 
provides- can make a substantial 
contribution to family^income when 
the father is unemployed, out of 
the labor force, or absent. 



The cost of raisins a child in- 
cludes the actual monetary outlays 
required Lo supply the child- 1 s needs 
nnd the opportunity costs of the 
mother's lime devoted to full- Lime 
■ chtid care. 



Reed, R.II-, & Mcintosh, S, 
Cdst of children. Rese arch 
Reports (Vol. 2), Commis- 
sion ou Population Growth 
and the American Future; 
Kspcnshade, T.J, Raising 
a child can now cost 
$85,000. Intercom, 1980, 
8(9). 
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Interpretatio n 

in these circumstances jumped by more than 
1 million over the year,. Reflecting the ef 
fects of the slowdown in tl\e nation 1 s /econ- 
omy, about 1/2 of this rise" occurred in fain: 
lies in which the father became unemployed. 
The remaining increase occxirred among farni9| 
in which the father was absent. More than 
o£ lO^black children and 2 of 10 white chil- 
dren /ere living in one of these situations 
proportions slightly higher than in previou 
years.' * 5j 

Jtfhen the mother was in. the labor force, mejl 
income in 1979 for families witl^children^ 
ranged from $18,400 for those iirwhich the 
father was unemployed, to $11,600 for thosg 
which the father was out of the labor fore 
to $10,100 for thoso in which the father^ 
absent. Corresponding medians when the jgfifi 
was not in the labor force were $12,000, 
$ 8,400, and $4,600* \ 

In 1980, costs of raising*a child from hir| 
through college ranged from $58,200 for fa| 
'lies whoso after-tax income was holweuiv 
$J 4,000 and $18,000 to $85,200 Tor thoso \M 
disposable income was between $22,300 and 
$27,500. These estimated costs represent 4 
creases of about 33% Crom 1977. 
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V 



F indin gs f Source 

Hfrthcrs in 'iyo-Rn i Y^n t Fami l ies 

During the 1970s, increasing numbers 
of wives with children under age 18 
were in the labor force. 



Demographic factors played an impor- 
tant role in the increase in labor 
force participation among married- 
120 theirs. 



Increasing educational levels of 
carried mothers is an important 
factor underlying their labor 
force participation trends, N - 



In March 39SO, there were 3.1 million 
more.vi vok j/I i li children under dfto 111 
In I ho labor force than tluuv had been 
jTiriT l_0"yi'.'ir:i earlier (run/ Tnhlo f >) . 



/ 



Inter pretation 



In March 1980, more than half (13.4 iniilion)t|J 
of all working wives had children under I a.- / I 
* Since 1970, the number or married mothers inlj 
the labor force has increased about 30% as^§|j 
wives with children entered or^r centered thC: 
labor force and those already working slartredl 
having children. - ' " 

Important demographic factors included lateral 
marriage, postponement of childbenring and 
smaller family size. Now, more so than i f fi^^ 
the past, some mothers either maintain |ihelr3|§ 
labor force participation during their clviid~3J 
rearing years or return to the wor k fo r ce- ; 
sooner , 



The higher the educational level achieved 5f| 
(all other things „ being .cfqUal) the more M 
likely a person is to be in Che labor force. 
In March 1980/. the labor force participation 
rate of married mothers with soifie eoill^o \.v^> 
60% 'compared with about 43?f for those who did 
not finish high school. .Since 1970, the pro- 
portion who have not completed high school — ' . 
i.e\ v , the group with the lower f.nr ticipat :tW 
ratc- : -has declined, * 

This growth in the number of working married 
mo ( fiorf>— ;i3imv» # ,t all of which wnj- /imouj* v.*hlCvv|j 
woim-n — took plnoo dc^jfiji ' ! hi^facL—Lbn 1— lin-'- 
Loi.Tl pTTpiilat t on of wives with rli i I tlntti * ->| 
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Findings 


Source ' Interpretation i 






declined by about, a million over the pcridrdll 
As a result, their labor force particij)_tiW 
rate rose steeply from about 40% in 197C to 
54% 10 years later* This increase was caXTffl 
primarily by the growing likelihood of wives 
to work rather than to a change in populatOT 
only about 2% of the increase can be attidSffl 
ted to the decline in jtho number of marrieOT 
* - mothers in the population. 




The gap between the labor force parti- 
cipation x:ates of black and white married 
mothers decreased over the period. 


The#lab6r force participation rate of black 
married mothers rose from 56% in Uarch 1970 
to 65% in Harch 1980, while- the rate f&r C^St 
white women went from 38% to 53%, In con^St 


" _ ---- _ 


^ 


trast to the white married mothers, most 6f 
the labor force r.ate increase\for blacks wafl 
caused by a decline in the number of black 
married mothers rather than ah -increase in tt 
number working on, looking for work, - Oil 


| 






Most of the labor force growth of 
- married mothers' occurred among those 
ages 25 to 34, 

Attachment 


About 2/3 of the 1970-80 labor force growth c 
married mothers Recurred among women in this 
age group aslrhcir proportion in the labor 
force grew from 36% to 53%. These tnotheri>^S 
were about equally distributed between those 
whose youngest child was under age 6 and ^ 
those whose youngest xvras school n^e, M 


Up* 


The Tabor force participation rate of a particular group of individuals shows what proportion of that group is ' 
working or looking for work at a specific point in time. What it does not show is the job attachment of persons ' • 
ah the- labor force; some could be preparing to" re tire^atfiers could be students looking for temporary lobs or • 
working just long enough to get moneyJor^ome-sT5ecific purpose. One way of determining how strongly attached a 1 
person or .group of pe^n^s^markefwork is to obtain data on the number of weeks these persons worked during ^ 
ar ijentirc^ the purposes of this paper, such data are called "work experience'- 1 data.- 3 




i • ~\ 

-= , \ ** 
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Fin'dinft s _ Source 



DJtLa'ou work experience in 1979 show 
I lint" aome married mothers have a 
stronf* l:ihor force attachment. 



Black married mothers were consider- 
ably more^ likely than their white ^ 
counterparts to have worked in 1979."" 

An increasing proportion of mothers 
of preschool children are working 
full time, all year* 



Most husbands ,with working wives $ 

work full time, but those with 

children under age -6 are less likely 

ru work full time, all year than , 

VhVir ^oimtorparts with school- 

Hp f o eh J Ldf un, 

Con Li" J iui i to^ Fajn LI y J nt!ume 

'Hie. c'lnrfp^ of mothers in the labor 
force are a substantial addition to 
CiiuiLly iuromc, 



O 



0 




tn torpre Ln^ion f| 

In 1979, 60% oC all mother had worked ^§ 
at some time, up Tirom 5 It in 19 70. Al^oujjj 
!WJ% of the mothers with preschool chiPd:^5T| 
worked, compared with 44% 9 years before 
(see Table 6) . 

About 70% of "black married mothers compared 
with 52% of their white counterparts wotkcS 
during the year. - 

Between 1970 and 1979, the proportion of -flj 
working mothers who were employed full tii$ 
all year increased from 32% to nearly, 27^4! 
as mothcrs ; f with preschool children became^} 
more firmly attached to the labor market.^ 
By 1979, 27% of the mothers' of preschool 
children who worked during the year were ^ 
doing so on a full-time, year-round baslsj 

About 80% o£ the fathers with chlldrcm uiSJJ 
age 6 worked year round, full time.,; ccVmpo^l 
m with 84% of thoss with children ajH'S H<fM 
The proportions were about the same far ' 
fathers whose wives did not work, M 



The 1979 median income of two-parent"" fa.fiplf 
wUh both spouses In the IhIam* force in Mmj 
1980 was about $2!> t '50() compared with , H 
when Jiuil I he fnliii-r wass in laher fo;*3 
(see Table /) ♦ Working, iik^c l.cr.-s o;irih a iL.'i:iJ 
average of $M<>0 in IW-.-'JVMO I r J 1h«vI 
worked vear muiul, full time. 



Findings 

Median family income is lower when 
t% youngest child -is a preschooler 
than when the youngest: is in school. 



Source 



Interpretation 

Income averaged $21,900 in 1979 for fajnilies 
in which the youngest, child was not ye f t itv - 
school, compared with $27,900 for families ; 
with school-age children* Tp some extent,'. : 
this "difference is caused by the fa&/ thai* 
mothers of preschool children ware fdsa lXkcifj 
to work year round, full time than mothers" 
of school-age children'. Also, as noted 
ab ove, fathers* of preschoolers were^not as 
likely as fathers of older children to -work 
all year , f ull time , _ ;;__:_"_____ _____ _____ 



The patterns of labor force participation of married women with children, differ in many respects from the nat terns 
ci wxves^wifch no children. Factors, such as the ages of chese wives and the effects of child care responsibilities 
account for many of the differences.* 



Wives without children under 18 are, 
-on average, older than those wijth 
children. 



Age for age, young wives without 
children were more likely than those 
witlf ^children to be in the labor 

forced" * 



About 8£l% of the wives without children wcrc-S 
35 years old or over (including r.ore than 50P 
who were over age 55), compared with less 
than half the married mothers. Thus, a 
large proportion of wives without .children - ~ l - 
are at ages where labor force participation 
is declining. As a result, 54% of married - -i 
mothers were working or looking for wouk v \ V 
compared with 46% of the wives without 
children (see Table 8). i 

About 78% .of the 16- to 24~year~old wives 
without children and 84% of those ages 25 
to 34 were in the labor force, compared with ; 
43% and~5"3Z"o"Jr the mothers in those n? t o 
groups . — _____ 
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FlncUngs 



Source 



The effect; of child care responsibilities 
is also reflected in differences in unem- 
ployment. 



Other differences in the labor force 
N participation of these two groups of 
teiyes reflect economic necessity. 



/ 



SI nj'l c-Pn ron I FnmiH os 



JiliK-n 1070, [he number of onc-parcut 
rami] Pes inet^awod substantially. 




Jl 



JL l ?Jf 0 rctaclon 

Harried mothers *arc considcrab lys$orc likelyf 
than wives without children to be Hmemplpvedg 
Tn March 1980, the unemployment rate Tor 
^ wives with, children was 5.77- while that f o r ^ 
wives without cHildren was 4.5%. Also, c fl 
mothers of very young children were morc^ ^| 
likely than mothers of teenagers to be unon~ 
plcyedi the unemployment rate of mothers; s% 
whose youngest child was under age 3 was ,$.,81 
while jrate for those whose youngest wn*i 5 
ages 14 to~ r 17 was only 3'.2%. * * 

Among wives with less than 12 years of school 
ing completed, the labor force participations 
rate was higher for mothers (43%) * than fotK ^! 
those without children (27%)*. This may bo V. 
partly because wives with relatively iittlc^j 
formal schooling are likely to have husbands^ 
with similar education, and horicc, lower \| 
earnings. Also;: where the husband* s income* - 
level was low (under $10,000), wives with i 
children wore far more likely 1*0 work" than j 
those without children mulct 18, reflect im» 4 
the financial burden of Children. 

Tn March I%0, 1 of every laml J ies with 1 
'^chlidren under 18 was maintained by a stM-TVy] 
\parent — who was either divorced, .separated, 
widowed or has never married — compared with 1 
T of 9 In 1970. The accelerated growth in 
lite number of ouo~parent families heiuvt u Il:.£ 
and I9M0 (an increase, of nenrlv I uiiilio'i; 
\ ~ = : 

\ ' I 

\ ■ 9* 1 




One^parent families are maintained 
largely by mothers; the 10% that • are 
maintained = by fathers rarely -face the 
economic diff iculties encountered by 
families with a mother only. 

The most prominent reasons for the ' € 
.increase in single-parent families 
during the 1970s- was the rising 
incidence of marital hrleakup and 
the increasing number of children * \. 
born to never-married mothers. 



ERIC 



A, relatively high proportion of mothers* 
maintaining families has not completed 
high school and only, a few have completed 
college. 



Accompanying the large increase in the 
number of mothers heading their own 
families have been large gains in the 
humbers who are working. 



, Source ^ " * Interpre tation . % 

was far greater than that registered duifjng^j 
the preceding two decades (see Table 9)..^3fj 
The^e,.6«2"million single-parent families argj 
o'f special concern because 2 of every' 5 haygj 
income?; below the poverty level, compared £ 
with 1 of every ,17 ■ two-parent families* ; 

The proportion of JJamilies maintained by a 
mother only that was below the poverty levell 
was tfiorc than double that of families main-JI 
tained'by a father only (40% and 16%, re- _g| 
spectiv^ly. , j 

Monthly Vital Statistics , , Since 1970, the divorce rate has~grown fronCJ 

Vol. ^ 23, So* ll,^£HS~75- 3,5^ per thousand population to 5.3 thou;?ar.dT| 

1120, and Vol. : '27,Ts T o. 13, Also, the number of births ^outside marria^ojj 

PHS-79-1120. Rockville, _KD: has grown; by 1975, 14% of all babiej were 

U.S. department of Health, born to unmarried women compared with 4% in ^ 

Education and Welfare; 1950. In part, this reflected increased ^ j 

Monthly^ Vital Sta tistics, chiltfbearing among teenagers, * ^In 1 1950, wciagi 

Vol. 26, No. 5, PHS-79- ; under age 20 bore 12% of all children, h\xi£% 

1120, - 1975, the proportion "was 19%. 

In March 1980, 35% of these mothers had notj 
completed hXgh school and just 7% had 4 yaa.fi 
of collcgfc or more. In contrast, 212 of 
married mothers had not completed high; sJShod 
while 14% were. college graduates. 

In March 1980, ,the labor force participation; 
rate of mothers maintaining their own family 
was 67%, up from 59% 10~years earlier (net- l 
Table 10) , \ 
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Unemployment was wore prevalent among 
si I agio-parent mothers than among mar- 
ried mothers. 

Ar. with married mothers, the labor force 
rates- of mothers maintaining their own 
families vary by age of the youngest 
child. 

Single-parent families have lower in- 
. comes, on average, than two-parent 

families ♦ However, the income of 
i single- parent families maintained by 
^Lfhe father more nearly approaches the 
twd-parent average than does the in- 
come of families maintained by the 
mother* 

- Several factors contribute to the in- 
come differences. These include; 
fewer earners in single-parent families, 
higher proportions of preschool children, 
and fewer years of school completed by 
5; i n r lc*- parent.'*. 




Source, • Tn I orpr c ta t ioji y 

At 10,7%, the/unemployment rare of mothers? Jj| 
maintaining /their own families wa.s consider! 
ablv higher I than thai of married fticTLhOi".* 5 - U 
(5.77.). / '• *, 

About 55% of. these mothers with children I 
under age 6 were working or looking for work*, 
compared with .about 74% of those with chj\W3g 
dreu ages 6 to 17* 

In 1979, the median income of families iwa i n- 
tiaued by a mother was. $10,600 compared witrj 
$15,300 for families maintained by a fatherVg 
Average income of two-parent families in ^ 1 
1979 was $22,900. ' • 



Only 20% of the families maintained by the? 
mother had two or^morc earners in 1979* as 
did 26% of the f amilics maintained by father^ 
Tn comparison , 69% of two-parent families 
were multiearner families, tn addituffi* f4mj? 
lies maintained by mothers were more 1 lively St 
have preschool children whose presence oftonl 
Inhibits the mother's Jabot* Force aettvU y.oj 



i'J 



fabiej • Far.tlies vith children under 13 



rtur^srs in £houP:nds)_ 



"Item 



. rotal* families :i wi th children ■ 

IgMdifer in labor, force 

jjg^v Employed- — • ; 

^gMdthep nbC' in labor f orce^- 

Married-couple families--? 

VxMother in labor force — - — 

. Employed • 1 ~ 

{ Unemployed- - r~ — - 

Mother not .in, labor force 

lighter in, labor force — 

pother in labor force ~ r — 

IK 1 -: tZjaerplqyed - ; — 

fjgpSther hc>t 4n l&ser force — 

Father employed — — ~~ ' 

Mother in labc- force--- —~ 1 

Employed ~ 

S ' : Unemployed — — ~ ~" 

jjlMotfiw not in labor force— V 

Igfegher tmeipployed-~ — — — 

^SWother 'in labor force— — — — - — - 




years by age, type of family, and enployneat st 



Families with children under 18 years" . 



Total 


- Under 
6 years 


6 to 13 
years, none 
younger 


•. 14 to 17 
- years, none 
younger 


30,811 
17,107 

15,961 

1,147 

13,076 


13,260 
6,105 
5,544 
560 
" 7,002 


11,772 
. 7-,476 

7,031 
444 
4,058 


5,773 
. 3,526 
-3,385 
142 
2,016 


24,580 
. 13,352 
12,606 
747 
11,227 


,11,092- 
5,008 
* 4,623 
384 - 
6,084 


9^130 
5,695 
5,418 
276 
3,435 • 


4,358 
. 2,650 
2,564 

' 1,708 


• 23,016 
12,661 
il^968 
693 

10,355. . 


10,\488 
4,769 
-, -4,406 
363 
5,718 


8,559 
5,403 
5,150 

253 
3,157 


3,969 ! 
2,489 
2,412 
77 

1,-450 


" 22,0m 
12,1491 
1x,d3« 
614 
9,877 


i 9,513 

| 4, ,534 - 
*. ***}?\ 

314 
5,384 


- » 

'•>'■-- 
230 

3,053 


, «• 
J. . — — J< 

I- — " — 
* » J - — 

: -71 
' 1,440 


990 
513 
434 
79 

. 477 . 


569 
235 

186 

. . ■ 49 
334 


' 314 
- 211\ 
188 x 
23 


106 
66 
60 
7 

. 40 ' 



Father not in 

P Mother in labor 'force — — ; 

i Employed---? ~™ — 

Unemployed—— - 

ft Mother mot in labor force 


1,051 - 
5 f • '443 • 
■J 408 
1 35 
f 608 


295 
108 . 

ioo : 

• 8 : * 
187 


403 

v 198 • 
179 
19" 
205 


353 . • 

13 7 ~ ■' 
128 . 

8 3 
216 , § 


K?atHer in-Armed Forces 

^ Mother in l§ibor force-- 

Unemployed r 

1;: Mother -hot in labor force ^ 


i 513 
248 " 
. , 230 
19 
264 


310 
131 
117 
- 14 
179 


167 
. 94 

89 
5' 

73 


36 ' 
23 ' 
23 1 

x 12. ' 


I * 1/ 
Other families with children^' 

t * Mother in labor force— r 

[: Unemployed > 

Mother not in labor force 


5,604 ' 

3,755 

3,355 

400 . 
1,849 


2,015 
1,097 
921 
176 
918 


2,405 
1,781 ' 
1,613 
168 
623 


1,185 
876 

821 , 
56 ' 
. 308, 

\ > 


f . Maintained by ir.en — r- — 

i * 


627 • 

- * t 


153 


23S 


236 • 



1/ Includes only those families maintained by divorced, separated, widowed or never-married 
parents . 

NOTE: Due to rounding, sums of individual items may not equal totals.. 
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Table! . . Number of own children under 18 years old by a^e, type of family, and labor force status of mother, • . 

March 1970 and March 1980 " . ' . ,. ^ 



. Clumbers in thousands) 



\ • 

- :: , 


5 ^,Iteni : 


Total ct.iUhtfii.. 
under lis 


Children 6 to 17 


Children 


■ 

under 6 


March 
1970 


.m.-c h -• 


March 
' 1970 


March 
1980 r 


March 
1970 


March 
1980^' 




-Total children ~ 


*~65,755 


5 8 ,107 


46,149 


40,688 


19,606 


17,418 




" Mother .in labo r fore a ■_-«*• — — — 


25,544 


30,663 


19,954 


23 M 196 


5,590 


7,467 




Mother not in labor f orce — — — 


39,550 


26,193 


25,627 


16,722 


13,923 


9,771 




J^"4PSrt3^w f anilies— - 


53,399 


4 6,529 


40,479 


32, 150 . 


£7,920 * 


14,679 




Mother in labor force- — ~ 


21,982 


24,2^8 


17,03S 


18,032 


4,947 


6,186 




Mother not in labor force — — - — - — - 


36 r 417 


►*22,6ll 


23,444 , 


14,118 


• 12,973 


3,493 




F^Sitifes maintained by women 2 / — 


6,695 


1 0, 327 


5,102 


7,768 


1,593 


2,559 




Mother in labor force- ~r- — — 


3,562 


6,44 5 


; 2,919: 


.5,164 


643 


1,281 




Mother not in labor force- — — 


3,133 


3,832 


2,183 


2,604 


, 950 


1,278 




F^ii^s maintained* by taen 2j~~ — — - 


661 

• 

* 


.951 


! 568 ; 

i ■ - 


771 


" 93 


180 



W 1/ Childien are defined as "own" children' of the family. 

£_ ^Included are never married sons, daughters, step children, and adopted children. Excluded are other related 

children such as grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, and unrelated children. 
.' 21 Includes only divorced, separated, widowed, or naver -married persons. 

jg.- ^ VuoTE: 6ue to rounding, sums of individual items may nor nqual totals. 
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^^^"3v^/"Cfiildren under "18 years by age, type o 
March 4 198a - - * 



:>(Nunbers in thousands) 



Item 



Total children 

.Mother in labor force 

Employ ed~-<r- — 

-Uncnployed — — ~> — , — — - — 
*~ * Mother not in labor force — 

\ 

Married- couple families ; — : 

Mother Tn labor forces 

Enployed — — • — 

Unemployed — — — — 

Motfier not in labor force — 



Father in labor force-- 

Mother in labor force 

Enployed y 

, Unemployed— — — 

Mother^nct: in labor force — 

Father etrolo v ad-~ _ 

Mother in labor force — 

Uner.pioyec 

Mother not in labor force — 

, s 

Father unemployed — 

Mother in labor force 

Unemployed • 

• Mother not in labor force — 

Father not in the labor force- 
Mother in labor force — — — - 

Employed-— — 

HE KJC Unemployed———— 

..other, not in labor force — 



Total 



58,107 
30,663 
28,419 
2,244 
•26,493 

46,829 
24,218 
22,779 
1,438 
22,611 

43,874 
22; 990 
21,655 
1,335 

20,884 

41 , 643 
21,996 
20,818 
1,178 
19.S47 

2,,031 
994 
837 
156 

1,037 

2,051 
804 
730 
74 

1,247 



family, and employment status of park 



Children under 18 years 



Under 
6 years 



17,418 
7,467 
.• 6,694 
774 . 
9,771 

14,679 
6,186 
5,667 
519 
8,493 

13,875 
5,896 
5,407 1 

489 
7,973 

, « — ' « %j * y 

.5,595 
5,174 
421 
7,474 

805* 
- 301 
233 
68 
504 

. 406 
131 
119 
12 
275 



-. i 



5 to 13 
years 



\ 



25,966 
14,457 
13,424 
1,033 
11,128 

20,671 
11,241 
10,593 
648 
9,430 

19,402 
10,692 
10,094 
597 
•8,711 

IS 5 "1 

\ 

£,320" 

871 
480 
409 
71 
391 

881 
,353 
314 
40 
528 



14 to 1? 
years 



Father in Armed; 1^ 
W : Mother in labor force~~ — 

l Unenplpyed — — — — - — - + 

- Mother riot in .labor force 


* 904 
424. 
394 
- 30\ 
480 


398 " 
~159 " 
141 
18 
239 


388 
19j6 
185 
11 
192 


118 

66 

6S ' 

. 1 ' 

45 J. 


2 Other families^ ] 






- 




§^ * Maintained by women-- • 

p Mother in labor force-- — 

Employed 

§s Unemployed-—— 

% Mother^ not in labor force- 


10,327 
6,445 
5,639 
806 
3,882 


2,559 
1,281. 
*1,027 
254 
1,278 . 


4,915 
3,216 
2,831 
385 
1,698 


2,853 . % 
1,948 * 
1,781 % 

i67 

906 


s' * _ 

g - Maintained by men • — 


951 


180 4 


380 


391 


- 1/ Includes only those children in families maintained by divorced, separated, widowed or 
m- never-married parents. 


I- 1 NOTE: Due to rounding, sums of 


individual items may not equal ^.totals , 

<* 

X 


* - 




* 


or 




\ 
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fable Children .under 18 years by age, type of family, labor force status o£ mother, and 
**ace and Hispanic origin, March 1980, and tsedian fajnily income, 1979 



Children under age 18 

Mother^ lte labor force 

Mother lift' in labor /force— 

3hilo^ren under age 6™ — 

Mother in labor force-— r- 
^ Mother not in labor fo^ce— 

Children age 6 to 15 

. . Hither" ir. labor forcy — 

Mother not in labor force- 
Children age 14 to 17 — 

Mother in labor force 

Mother not in labor force- 



Children under "age 18 

Mother in labor force — 
Mother not in labor force— - 

Children under age 6— 

Mother in labor force — : 

Mother hot- in labor force — 

piildren age 6 to 13 — =■ 

Mother in labor force 

Mother 'no tf^tn labor force — 



Children age 14 to 17 

Mother in labor force 

Mother not in labor-force- 



Two-parent families 


One-parent families 
"by vomenl/ 


maintained 


White 


Black 


Hispanic 


White 


■ Black 


Hispanic 






Numbers (in thousands) 


* * 


41,915 
21,235 » 
20,680 


3,864 
2,395 
' 1,470 , 


3,657 
1,611 " 
2,046 


6,376 
4,275 
2,100 . 


3,792 
2,090 
1,702 


947 
494 


13,148 
5,344 
7,804 


• 1,182 
681 
501 


1,334 

' 504 
830 


1,482 
786 
697 


1,028 
478 
550 


313 

- s 113 
20p , 


16.452 
• ->.80S 


l',742 
1,150 
„*_5£\1 


1,593 
744 
u 850 


3.081 
•2.123 
553 


1,/g8 

.1,05.: 


641 
20 J 


10,315 
■-6,083 -. 
. 4,232 


942 
« 564 
377 


,730 
; 36S 
366 


1,813 
1,362 

451 


996 
559 
438 


193 
1CI 
'92 




Med-onfamily income, 1979 




$22,900 
24,800 
20,800 


$17,800 
. 20,800 
13,500 


$16,600 
! 20,100 
13,400 


$ 8,400 
11,200 
4,600 


$ 6,200 
8,200 " 
4,700 


*$ 5,500 
8,200 

-4t700 : 


I9,800i 
1 f 21,200 
i 18,700 


» 16,400 
" 19,800 
13,100 


14,200 ' 

17,500 

11,800 


5,200 
8,300 
3,800 


4,500 
6,300 
3,500 


4,500 
6,400 
4,200 


! 23,300 
i 24,900 
[ 21,400 


18,500 
21,200 
13,600 


17,200 
20,100 - 
14,000 


3,300 
-10,700 
4,900 


6,500 
8,300 
4,800 


■ V ' 
6,000 «\ 

8,500 

5,200 


1 27,300 
' 29,000 
: 24,300 


18,000, 

21,100 

14,000 

- ' 


20,600 

" 247100""' 
16,600 


12,100 
* 13,900 
6,200 

* < 


7,800 
9,500 
, 5,900' 


6,800 ' 
10,200 
5,300 



1/ Includes only divorced, separated, widowed, or never married parents! 
NOTE: Due to rounding sums of individual items nay not egual totals. 



Age of youngest child 
and race 



J? tal with own children under 

* . £ 



18 years' 
White- 
Black- 



Own children 6 to 17 years only, 
total _< 



White- 
BlacK- 



Own children unde- 6. /ears 
total- 



Labor force • 
(in thousands) 



1970 



White- 
Black- 



Own children 3 to 5 years, none 

younger 

White 

Black- — — i '_ 

Own children under 3 years------ 

white - 

Black 



10,3.02 
9,028 
1 ,154 



6,366 
5,744 

r r * 

■3, S3* 
3., 254 
603 s 



1,948 
1 ,626 
304 

1 ,988 
1 ,658 
299 



19801/ 



Pa rtici oat-ion rate 



1970 



10801/ ' 



13,447 
11 ,874 
1 ,227 


39.9 
38.4 
55.7 


54.2 
53.2 
65.3 


8,381 
7,529 

C5 7 

- 


49.3 
48.1 

64.5 


61 .8 
51 .2 

68.4 * 


5,0-7 
4,345 
560 


• : 
49.5 


£.- *>• 

13.3 
51 .9 


2,161 
1 ,852 
* 246 


3 7. .3 
34.9 
59.6 


51 .4 
49.5 
72.2 


2,906 
2,493 
314 


25.9 
24.1 
42.2 


41.1 
39.7 
55.7 



Fublished d1ff6r fr ° m th «t Preyfouslv 

nieces? nep^^^ u ^^^ r u ^?^/5;]^ n! -„ as ,r..d<h11d«», 
NOTE: Because of ro.«d1»,\ ',„., of individual items «y not equal 



■ ^^^-^^ ----- " =1- 


- — - ----- -- - 


.- —- - ---- 








\ 


; . ^;V? 


J" - \ ' 




\ 








\ • 












- 


'I \ • 
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[. Table k Work experience in 1970 and 1979 of mothers in two-parent families by age of child 




(Numbers in thousands) 
















S Weeks worked 


Total with own^chil- 
dren under 18 years 1 


6 to 17 years only 


Under 6 years 
















_ I 


^ i ♦ 

-- j 


1970 


1979 2 


1970 


1979 

■j 


1970 

> 


1979 2 


•• 


j \ ' -\ 

W Civilian noninstitutional 
















fc population, total- — 


25,829 


24,829 . 


12,925 


13,561 


12,904 


11,269 


1 


1? ~ Worked^ during year 


13,242 


-15,624 


7,461 


9,115 


5,722 


6,509 




ft Percent of population- 


. 51.3 


62.9 


57.7 


67.2 


44.3 


57.8 . 




E ^ Worked (percent) — 

g Full time, 3 total 


100.0 


100. 0 


100. 0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 




62.9 


62.9 


62.9 


63.2 


62.8 


62.6 




|L : 50 to 52 s week^ — : 


32.0 


36.6 


39.5 


A3. 2 


21.6 


27.4. 




jp 1 to 4£ weeks 


' 30. S 


21. 3 


23.4 


20.0 


£1.? 


25.1 


" x _ 33| 


jf: Part':tia»*"~ 


37.1 


37.1 


3.7.1 


3d . 5 - 


3T , :. 


' 37.1 




Did not work during year 


















12,587 


9,205 


5,464 


4,£45 


7,162 


4,760 




1/ See footnote 2, Table . 












I 

l 




jjg 2/ Data have been revised and. may differ from that previously published. 






jR- 3/ Usually worked 35 hours or more in 


a majority af weeks worked*- 






- 


|?<- 4/ Usually ^worked 1 to 34 hours in a majority of weeks worked 








• . NOTE; - Because <jf rounding, 


sums of individual items may not equal totals. 






1 : ■•- "■" • v ' 


\ 


* 

# 






L 
















1 


|er?c- -; . - ■ ■ . 
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. Median income of tv»-paror,L t . *us in 1970 and 1979 by labor force status of parents in 

March 1971 and 19B0 ' ® ' . 



Item 



1970 

(in 1979 dollars) 

Total with own 'children 1/ 

6 to 17 years old, none younger- 
Under 6 years : 

1979 

Total with own children 

6 to 17 years old, none younger - 
Under 6 years — — 



Husband in labor force 



'J'c.ul 



$21,500 
lVi,2;)0 
38,600 



$23,400 
..'6,600 
^0.400 



Wife m 
labpr force 



$23,500 
25,400 
20,100 



$25,300 
27,900 
21,900 



fe not 
labor, 
force 



$20,100 
22,900 
18,200 * 



$21,100 
24,000 
19,100 



Husband not In labor force 

Vife not 



Total 



$11,700 
13,100 
9,300 



$12,100 
13,000 



1,300 



Wife in 
labor force 



1/ See footnote 2, Table - 

NOTE: Because of rounding, sums of 'indivi dual items may not equa^ totals. 



$15,900- 
16,900 
12,900 



$16,200 
17,000* 
13,900 



in labor 
force 



$ 9,100 
10,000 
8,100 



$ 9,100 
9,8d0 
6,900 



'able ^...Selected characteristics of wives, fay presence of own children under 



18 years, March 19B.O 



Selected characteristics 


With own 


children under 18 


With no own children under 18 


In labor 
force 


Partici- 
pation 
rate 


Not in 
labor 
force 


-In labor 
force 


Partici- 
pation 
rate 


Hot in 
labor 

fnrrp 


Tn til • 




- - 








1 


Number (in thousands) - r 


13,447 


54.2 


11) J04 


11, uiy 


46.1 


12,902 - 




100.0 


• 


1 on n 


1UU.U 




100.0 


-Age of wife; 
















8.9 


43.0 


14.0 , 


15.8 


77.5 


4.0 




39.2 


53.3 


40.5 £ - 


18 . A 


OJ»D 


■4.1 


35 years and over- j 


51.9 


57.4 


45.5 


65.5 


37.7 


92.9 


Years of school completed:" j 














Less than 12 years --i 


16.4 


^2.6 


26.0 


13-. 6 


27.0 


42. r 


12 years only 


49.6 




r — i 


47.8 


= - 0 

— 


3".° 


13 to 15 years 


17.7 s 


5b. 6 


14.8 


16.2 


5t>.6 


10.6 


16 *years or more — 


16.4 


62.1 


11.8 


17.4 


66.4 


7.5 


iJftasband's income: * 1 










\ 






'6.2 / 


51.8*) 


6.8 


10.3 


29.9 


20.6 


C 3 $5,000 to 9,999 -! 


12.6 \ 


53.4 J 


13.0 


17.7 


35.6 


27.2 


\ $10,000 to 14,999 ! 


21.5 


^59^ 


17.6 


22.4 


54.0 


16.3 


$15,000 to 19,999 ' 


22.8 


58.8 


18.9 


19.6 


60.6 


10.9 


$20,000 to 24,999— 


17.1 


54.2 


17.0 


13.9 


56.7 


9.1 


$25,000 and over 


19.9 

1 


46.8 


26.7 

i 


16.0 


46.3 


15.9 • 



41 



r 
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Tabled. Families with t.wn children under 38 yen* • old, by type of Canllv selecto' 
years J 950- 80 ' . 

o 

( N'unibc r;; in Lliou<;-.m d.s ) 



Year 



3950 

I960- . 

j 970 ' . 

J971 

1972 

1973 • 

^yjL 

J 9 75 

1976- * 

1977— 

1978 f--^- 

1979— . 

2980 _ 



All 
families 
with own 
children* 



19,347 
25,662 
28,609 
28,796 

2?, .'a.: 

29,575 

:?,:...3 

30,060 
30,177 
30,145 
30,369 
30,371 
30,811 



Married- 
couple 
families2 



18, 
23, 
25, 
25, 

25, 
25, 
25, 
25; 
24, 
24, 

2M 
2M 



316 
333 
412 
096 
492 
396 
2C3 
2jo 
110 
875 
625 
514 
580 



Single-parent families^ 



Total 



1,531 
2,329 

3,257 

3 , 700 



4,c*2i 
5,067 
5,270 
5,745 
5.857 
6,231 



Single-parent 
families as 

percentage of 
all families 

with children 



7.7 
9.1 
11.4 

12. 8 
13.5 

* * * 

15. C 

16.0 

16.6. 

17.5 

18.9 

19.3 

20.2 



Maintained 
by men" 



257 
232 

233 



424 
446 
486 
539 
569 
627 



Maintained 
- by wer;t-n 



1,25'. 

2,057 

■> cv. 
«. , * 



4,4:;') 
4,621 
4,784 
5,206 
5,288 
5,604 



Children are defined ns "own" 



children of single-parent families. Included are never 
married sons, daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Excluded are other related 
children, such as grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, and unrelated children. 
^Includes men in Armed Forces living off post of with their families on. post. 
Includes divorced, separated, widowed, never married parents. 



\ 



Ti'.bb.-lO. Labor 



taxc* status of single parents, by s',-x m»\ /h;u of own children under 18'years old, March 1970, 1975 and torch. 



1930 



1 4 



(iNumhers in thousands] 



Labor force status 



Total single-parent families 

Families maintained by women — 

Mother in civilian labor force — - j 
Labor force participation \ 

rate (percent) — ! 

Employed- — * \ 

Unemployed 

+ Unemployment rate (percent) 
Mother not in labor force 

Families maintained by men 

Father in civilian labor force- 
Lai. >r force participation 

rate (percent) ! 

Employed _ : 

Unemployed - » ' 

Unemployment rate (percent) ! 

Father in Armed Forces — - j 

Father not in labor force 



March l'».'U 



With ow. 
! chiicrcn 
j * under 18 
' . years 
I total 1 



Chlldi ' 
6 to 17 j 
y.jaf:; 



3,257 
2', 924 



59.4 
1,611 
125 
7.2 
1,188 



333 j 



91.3 
. 297 
, 7 
2.3 

:;a 

29 



-s. 

2,07: 

l.JlJ 
1,21b 

67.0 



593 

if •> 
237 

90. 3 

7 

3 . •) 



-Children 

under 
6 years 



1,182 

1,111 
521 

46.9 
468 
53 

10,2 
590 

71 
67 

(3) 
67 



4 



March 1975 



With own 
children 
under 18 
years 
total 



4,824 

4,400 
2,635 

59.9 
2,305 
329 

12.5 
1,765 

424 
365 

86.1 
322 
42 

• 11.5 
4 
55 



Children 
6 to 17' 
years 



2,988 

2,640 
1,749 

66.3 
1,572 

177 
10.1' 

891 

348 
294 

84.5 
262 
32 
10.9 
3 
51 



Children 

■under 
6 years 



March 1980 



Kith own 
children 
under 18 
years 
total 1 



1%836 

1,760 

». 885 

50.3 
733 
152 
8.6 
874 

76 

■' 70 

92.1 
60 
10 
(3) 
1 
4 



6,2^31 

5,604 
3,755 

67. Q 
3,355 
400 
'1077" 
1,849 

~~~~~627 
546 

87.1 
499 
47 
8.6 
12 
69 



Children 
6 to 17 
'yuars 



4,063 

3,569 
2,658 

74.1 

.2, 436 
224 
8.4 
932 

474 
_417 

'aeVcT 

3fl9 
28 

6.7 
3 
54 



Children 

under 
6 years 



2,168 

2,015 
1,097 

54.4 
921 
176 

16.0 

9-13' 

153 
__32SL 



84.3 
110- 
19 

14.7 
10 
15 



Median income, 
of fardlics 
"with own 
child rea 
under 18 years 
1979 1 • 
(dollars) V 



8 8,693 

6,077 
10 ,-582 



11,133 
"5,297. 

4,375 

15,-332 
16,683 



16, 



(3) 
(3) 



ERIC 



l Childten are defined ar. "own" children of single-parent families. Included are never married 
sons, "daughters, stepchildren, and adopted children. Included are other related children, 
such'as grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, and unrelated children. 

Includes divorced, separate, widowed, or never- married pare*.' . 

J Ratc or median not shown where base is less than 75,000. 
NA"= not available.^ 



